
OFF THE BEATEN 
TRACK
Anantara has just officially opened its 
second Anantara in Mozambique - Anantara 
Medjumbe Island Resort & Spa.
Located in the stunning Quirimbas Archi-
pelago off the country’s northern coast, 
Anantara Medjumbe Island offers a dream 
paradise escape. Just one kilometre long 
and 300 metres wide, the island’s 12-villa 
resort combines sophisticated simplicity 
with unrivalled hospitality.
The Quirimbas Archipelago is undoubtedly 
Mozambique’s best-kept secret – 32 islands 
surrounded by dazzling coral reefs and a 
wealth of untouched marine life. Within its 
waters, the 1,500 square kilometre Quirim-
bas National Park provides sanctuary for 
sea turtles, dolphins and whales, as well as 
a huge array of tropical and game fish.

A CHRISTMAS 
LIKE NO OTHER
If you’re looking for a unique way to enjoy 
the Christmas break - look no further than 
the TRUE NORTH’s 4 night Sydney Rocks 
itinerary.
Indulge in a sumptuous Christmas Dinner 
on Sydney Harbour, take the ‘best seat in 
the house’ for the start of the Sydney to 
Hobart Yacht Race, cruise the beautiful 
Hawkesbury River and explore the Ku-ring-
gai Chase National Park – wilderness on 
Sydney’s very doorstep!
No need to call a taxi, you don’t even need 
a reservation for dinner!
Cruise highlights include: Christmas Din-
ner on Sydney Harbour, Opportunity to visit 
the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia before 
the start of the big race!  Breakfast on the 
‘starting line’ of the Sydney to Hobart Yacht 
Race – one of the most spectacular events 
on the Australian sporting calendar!  Op-
portunities to visit the Sydney Opera House 
and the famous Taronga Park Zoo!  Bush-
walking in the Ku-ring-gai Chase  National 
Park. Take the ship’s helicopter to the Blue 
Mountains for lunch or taste world-class 
wines in the Hunter Valley. For more infor-
mation visit: http://www.northstarcruises.
com.au/cruise/australia/sydney-rocks-
christmas/
 

Sail Amsterdam 2015 
 – Held Every 5 Years
The world’s largest and most spectacular 
nautical event, the 8000-boat Sail Am-
sterdam, will unfurl in The Netherlands in 
August, 2015, and Australian cruise agency, 
Cruise Express, is offering sea lovers the 
chance to be part of the parade on one of 
the world’s biggest sailing ships, the 162m-
long Wind Surf.

Held every five years in the Dutch capital, 
Sail Amsterdam was first held in 1975 to 
celebrate Amsterdam’s 700th birthday and 
now attracts more than two million sightse-
ers including those on 8000 boats who clog 
the city’s harbour to witness the spectacle 
of hundreds of tall ships, heritage craft and 
naval vessels sailing together.

The unique thrill of being part of the 2015 
parade aboard one of its largest attrac-
tions is offered as part of Cruise Express’ 
16-night fly, cruise and stay package which 
includes a flight from Australia to Oslo on 
August 13, 2015, three nights’ accommoda-
tion in the Norwegian capital and an eight-
night voyage aboard the 310-passenger 
Wind Surf from Oslo to Dover in England.
The grand, five-masted mega yacht, which 
boasts 2600 square metres of self-furling 
sail, will first take passengers to the historic 
southern Norwegian port of Kristiansand 
before arriving in Amsterdam on August 19, 
2015, for the grand Parade of Sail which will 
star Wind Surf as the biggest sailing ship in 
the colourful event.

An overnight stay in Amsterdam will be 
followed by visits to the Dutch port of 
Vlissingen, close to Antwerp over the 
border in Belgium, and the Belgium port of 
Zeebrugge near historic Brugge before

 

Wind Surf arrives in Dover. The package 
also includes three nights’ deluxe accom-
modation in London and a flight back to 
Australia.
 

The 16-night fly, cruise and hotel package 
is available from $7999 per person, twin-
share. For more details, call Cruise Express 
on 1300 764 509 or visit www.cruiseex-
press.com.au.

 
 

 

LONG CRUISES FROM 
AUSTRALIA
Princess Cruises is preparing to celebrate 
10 years of offering its signature long 
cruises from Australia with the launch of 
two world cruises in 2016, including its 
first circumnavigation to visit the Baltic 
region.   Since 2005, the cruise line’s Aus-
tralian-based ships have sailed more than 
716,565 miles on long cruise itineraries of 
28 days or more – equivalent to three trips 
to the moon.   With demand for its longer 
cruises continuing to surge, the cruise line 
has revealed a new 104-night world voyage 
itinerary, which will feature a return to the 
popular South America region as well as 
a range of maiden port calls, including 
Copenhagen, Stockholm, Helsinki and an 
overnight stay in St Petersburg. 
The cruise line has also announced the 
return of its popular 75-night Circle Pacific 
voyage making four new port calls to China 
and San Francisco.   Underscoring the ease 
of seeing the world from your doorstep, 
travelers will have the option to undertake 
the 2016 full world voyage from Sydney, 
Fremantle, Brisbane, Melbourne and Ad-
elaide and, for the first time, Auckland.

SILVER DISCOVERER 
TO SAIL REMOTE & RE-
MARKABLE KIMBERLEY 
REGION IN 2015
Silversea Expeditions has released its 2015 
Kimberley voyages on board Silver Dis-
coverer. The latest addition to the Silversea 
Expeditions’ fleet, the ship will explore the 
jaw-dropping landscapes of the Kimberley 
with six voyages from March to May.
Karen Christensen, General Manager & 
Director Sales/Marketing, Australasia, says 
sales for the 2015 Kimberley season are 
already strong and a repeat on 2014’s sold 
out season is likely.

“When Silver Discoverer was announced 
in September 2013, we experienced a 
surge in reservations, resulting in the 2014 
season all but selling out prior to the ship’s 
inaugural sailing in April of this year.  This 
reinforced to us that this part of Australia 
and our luxury, all-inclusive style of expedi-
tion cruising resonates strongly with our 
guests,” says Christensen.

Largely inaccessible and protected by 
its remoteness, the Kimberley region in 
north-western Australia offers breathtak-
ing landscapes rich in history.  Guests can 
experience natural waterfalls up close via 
Zodiac, search for saltwater crocodiles in 
vast wetlands, fly over the Bungle Bungle 
region and witness the historic Bradshaw 
rock art, illustrated by Indigenous cultures 
over 20,000 years ago.

“The Kimberley is without a doubt, one of 
Australia’s best kept secrets.  Silver Dis-
coverer brings guests even closer to the re-
gion’s dramatic landscapes and historically 
rich destinations, all in the comfort and 
style that Silversea is renowned for,” says 
Christensen. The privileged 120-guests on 
board Silver Discoverer can enjoy ocean-
view suites, gourmet cuisine, personalised 
butler service, and a generous selection of 
all-inclusive on board amenities, including 
complimentary Champagne, wines and 
spirits served throughout the ship, and 
stocked in-suite.

In 2015, 10-day Darwin to Broome (or 
vice-versa) voyages depart 9, 19, 29 April, 
and 9, 19 May. All-inclusive fares start from 
AU$10,950 per person double occupancy.
 

Follow my regular blog at www.johnpondworld.com
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